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tural work.- Sowing, transplantation and weeding 'are now
over. Harvesting is yet to come, In the interval he can
afford to have a little recreation and relaxation. It is no
wonder then that such a month is chosen as a sacred month
for fasts, feasts, festivals and other auspicious purposes by the
religious minded Hindu.
Among Brahmins and other advanced classes, women
after their marriage have to worship the goddess Parvati,
known commonly during this month as Mangalagour, on each
Tuesday for a period of five years. These worshippers are
known on this occasion as vasolya i. e. those who have under-
taken a vow. It is customary for women, especially newly
married ones, to offer worship at home on the first and the
last Tuesdays. On the remaining days a woman may
join the worship at any place where she might be invited.
When therefore, there are more households than one celebrat-
ing this festival there is a keen competition in securing the
highest number of worshippers at one's place by way of show-
ing one's importance and in acquiring and accumulating the
paraphernalia for worship, so that the worshipped object may
appear grand and imposing.
The puja ceremony and the feast arranged for the occa-
sion is over by noon. In the afternoon married women as
well as unmarried girls visit in groups the households where '
this pujd is celebrated. Phugadl is the most important item*
during these visits. There is a good deal of competition, both
as regards stamina in the phugadl dance and ready t wit, in
answering the ukhanas.
By evening all such visits are over and after light refresh-
ments having been served to the invitees, the real entertain-
ment programme in. quite a congenial, informal and homely
atmosphere follows. It consists of a variety of folk-dances
and lasts even till day-break, if the participants are enthu-
siastic.
The whole show is purely a concern of females so-
much so that men are totally obliterated from or completely
thrown in the background of the picture. Very ^oung boys
do join occasionally and old women, if they do not actually
participate, take active interest in the whole show.